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Introductions & Thanks

ÅCHO
ÅAssociation of municipal heritage 

committees (MHCs)
ÅPromote good heritage conservation 

practice among MHCs

ÅWe are volunteers

ÅAnnual conference ςLondon ς
June 16 ς18, 2023
ÅEncourage you to attend
ÅLearn from others

ÅEffect of OHA amendments

ÅPlease renew your membership



To assist:

ÅNew Municipal Heritage Committee (MHC) members

ÅA refresher for existing MHC members

ÅAll members in understanding recent Ontario Heritage Act (OHA) 
changes



Takeaways:

1. Your role is important

2. There are many tools to protect heritage;

3. Each tool has strict process requirements;

4. Work with your Council & staff; and

5. Heritage conservation can be satisfying 
and rewarding.



Scope of Session: (including recent changes)

ÅBackground

ÅRole of MHC

ÅHeritage defined

ÅCouncil/staff relations

ÅOutreach/education

ÅResearch

ÅListing a Property in the Register

ÅPart IV  - Individual Property Designation
ÅDesignation
ÅAlteration & Demolition
ÅAmending or Repealing designation

ÅPart V  - District Designation
ÅDesignation
ÅAlteration & Demolition

If we have time:

ÅPlanning Policy & Application Reviews

ÅHeritage Easement Agreements

ÅHeritage Property Standards

ÅGrants & Tax Incentives



Background



Background:

ÅWelcome to heritage 
conservation

ÅIt began in the late 1700s when 
many people lost their heads.



Background:

ÅHeritage resources: 
Ånot just the wealthy, but workers who designed & built the resource, e.g., 

architects, masons, roofers, woodworkers etc. ςmany heritage values 



Background:

ÅIn Canada began in 
the 1870s

ÅGovernor General, 
Lord Dufferin, and a  
proposal to demolish 
Quebec City defense 
structures



Role of MHC



The role of a MHC:

ÅTo adviseCouncil on property based heritage conservation matters

ÅOHA ςrequires Council to consult its MHC on:
ÅListing in the Register;
Å/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ όtŀǊǘ L±ύΤ
Å/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƳŜƴŘ ƻǊ ǊŜǇŜŀƭ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ όtŀǊǘ L±ύΤ
ÅProposed alteration of a designated property (Part IV);
ÅProposed demolition or removal of a building or structure on a designated 

property  both individual and district designations (Parts IV of V); 
ÅHeritage Conservation District studies (Part V): and
ÅHeritage Easement Agreements.

ÅOther matters in the municipal by-law or planning documents



MHC members should be aware of:

ÅMunicipal By-law establishing the MHC

ÅOntario Heritage Act
ÅRegulation 9/06 as amended ςCriteria for 

Designation

ÅMunicipal Planning documents ςe.g. Official 
Plan 

ÅProvincial guidelines & policies ςOntario 
Heritage Toolkit (if updated) & PPS

ÅStandards and Guidelines

ÅMunicipal protocols re: heritage

ÅOthers?



What is heritage?



What Heritage do MHCs deal with?

ÅONLY PROPERTIES -
ÅEverything on and fixed to properties including:
ÅStructures:
ÅMain buildings such as houses, factories, stores, institutions

ÅExteriors and interiors

ÅAccessory structures such as garages, sheds, gazebos

ÅMonuments, bridges, ruins

ÅPosition of those structures on the property

ÅOrnamental features & fixtures secured to the structures

ÅLandscape features created by humans including:
ÅPlantings, including planting beds, trees, bushes, grassed areas

ÅHard surfaces, e.g., roads, sidewalks, pathways

ÅDesign or inter-relationship of those features



What properties are Heritage? 

ÅOHA Regulation 9/06 as amended
Å9 criteria for heritage values organized into 3 groupings:
ÅDesign or physical values

ÅAssociative or historical values

ÅContextual values

ÅProperty must meet at least:
Å1 of the nine criteria (new) if listed ; 

Å2 or more (new) if designated

ÅNote:
ÅAge by itself is not a criteria for being heritage

ÅRecently constructed structures / landscapes can be heritage 



Heritage Criteria ς
Design or Physical Value
1. Is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, 

expression or construction method

Representative example of style: 

Caledon - Vernacular interpretation of 
Gothic Revival



Heritage Criteria ς
Design or Physical Value
1. Is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, 

expression or construction method

Unique example of

type: type & construction method:

Modern architecture - Roy Thomson 
Hall ςToronto

Deconstructivismarchitecture ςOCAD 
- Toronto



Heritage Criteria ς
Design or Physical Value
2. Displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit.

3. Demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement.

Craftsmanship ς
brick work

Peterborough 
Lift Lock ς
Technical 
achievement -
engineering



Heritage Criteriaς
Historical or Associative Value
4. Direct association with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, 

organization or institution significant to community:

5. Yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to 
an understanding of a community or culture.  

Residential Schools ς
Sault Ste. Marie



Heritage Criteriaς
Historical or Associative Value
6. Demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, 

builder, designer or theorist who is significant to a community

Artist:

R. York Wilson, Toronto ςToronto ςhΩYŜŜŦŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ςΨǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƭƛǾŜƭȅ ŀǊǘǎΩ



Heritage Criteriaς
Contextual Value
7. Is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of 

an area

8. Is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to 
surroundings

Newmarket 
209 Main St S -

supports area character & is 
linked to surroundings

1890 2018 2021



Heritage Criteriaς
Contextual Value
9. Is a landmark

Toronto
Old City Hall -

View terminus 
ςBay Street

Toronto & Cobourg
Prince Edward (Bloor Street) Viaduct; Cobourg City Hall -
Point of reference; large, contextual visual contrast



Council / Staff Relations



Council / Staff Relations

ÅMHC communication to your Council:
ÅThrough a subcommittee of Council

ÅMHC meeting agendas / minutes

ÅThrough the member(s) of Council on the MHC

ÅDirect discussions with councillors ςwho speaks for the MHC?

ÅReports to council

ÅThrough municipal staff

ÅOther?



Council / Staff Relations

ÅMHC relationship with critical staff -
ÅClerk

ÅPlanning

ÅChief Building Official (building / demolition permits)

ÅCulture / Recreation

ÅOthers?



Outreach / Education



Outreach / Education

ÅMHCpublic outreach / education program -
ÅNot a requirement under the OHA

ÅPurpose ςǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ

ÅTarget audience - Heritage property owners, public, other?

ÅMethod of Delivery ςBrochures, Doors Open, Digital, seminars

ÅAlliance with other organizations

ÅKeep Council informed of your programs / involve Council

ÅSuccesses

ÅLessons learned



Outreach / Education:

ÅE.g., public talks and 
presentations in association with 
other municipal agencies 
(libraries, museums, 
historical/genealogical societies, 
neighbourhood groups)

ÅGoals ςcreating interest in 
municipal heritage & value of 
conservation



Outreach / Education:

ÅUtilizing social media ςall platforms

ÅDƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ϧ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ όIŀǾŜ ¸ƻǳǊ {ŀȅέύ



Outreach / Education:

ÅCollaborate with other agencies, stakeholders in holding local events

ÅDoors Open

ÅWŀƴŜΩǎ ²ŀƭƪ

ÅForums, lectures, etc



Outreach:

ÅUtilize local media ςform 
relationships with reporters, 
editors

ÅFocus on information issues
(demolition by neglect, heritage 
policies, etc)

ÅCaution ςnot critical of Council 
decision



Outreach / Education:

ÅPlaques - Newmarket



Outreach / Education:

ÅPlaques - Brampton



Outreach / Education:

ÅInformation 
Brochures -
Ajax



Research



Research:

ÅStay Focused

ÅRegulation 09/06 ςHeritage Values:

ÅDesign Value

ÅAssociative / Historical Value

ÅContextual Value 

ÅHeritage Attributes

ÅStay Organized:
ÅRecording sheet

ÅDocument Sources

ÅUnderstand municipal historical 
development
ÅPlace property in that context



Research:

ÅWhere is this property?

ÅStreet Address (can change)

ÅLegal Description ςe.g., Lot & Plan No. or 
Concession

ÅAssessment Roll Number

ÅPIN (property Identification #)

ÅSources:

ÅSmith Falls Maps; Google Earth

Å/ƭŜǊƪΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ςCurrent Assessment Roll

ÅRegistry Office ςon-line ςonland.ca 30 Russell Street East, Smith Falls ςformer Post 
Office

Lot 240, North Side Russel Street, Plan 13884
Lanark S South Elmsley

PIN  05277-0009



Research:

ÅWho owned this property?

ÅhǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ςmay not have lived in the property

ÅSources:

ÅRegistry Books ςAbstract index to deeds & mortgages

ÅRegistry Office ςnow on line - onland.ca

ÅOntario Archives ςhistorical books

Å/ƭŜǊƪΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ςcurrent assessment roll

ÅHistoric assessment/collectors rolls

ÅOntario Archives ς1851 ς1956 (Pickering Township)

Åhelp determine who lived on property



Research:

Registry Books ςAbstract index to deeds & mortgages



Research:
Historic Assessment Rolls

-residents

- property values

- pre 1851 - buildings 



Research:

ÅWas there a house on this property and who lived in it?

ÅSources:
ÅCensus of Canada - on line ςwww.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/census.aspx  



Research:

ÅWas there a house on this property and who lived in it?

ÅSources:
ÅCensus of Canada - on line ςwww.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/census.aspx 

Å1931 available June 2023 



Research:

ÅWhat was on this property?

ÅSources:
ÅMaps & insurance plans

ÅSmith Falls 1916 & 1959 U of W. On archives; 

Å 1929 U of T map library

ÅHistoric aerial photographs

1891 2018

1891



Research:

ÅWhat was on this property?

ÅSources:
ÅMaps & insurance plans

ÅHistoric aerial photographs

1863

County Map 



Research:

ÅWhat was on this property?

ÅSources:
ÅMaps & insurance plans

ÅHistoric aerial photographs

1954
- Better photos in National 

AirphotoLibrary ς1925+



Research:

ÅWhat do the buildings and 
landscape look like?

ÅSources:
ÅGoogle Streetview

ÅYour on-site photography
Å 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ƻƴǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ 

permission

ÅSignificant landscape features

30 Russell Street East, 2019



Research:

ÅWhat do building interiors look 
like?

ÅSources:
ÅWebsites

Å wŜŀƭǘƻǊǎΩ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǎƻƭŘ

ÅYour on-site photography
Å Do not venture onto property unless you have the 
ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ

Recent interior view
Peterborough House



Research:

ÅWhat did the buildings & 
landscape look like? ςold 
photographs 

Ånote changes

ÅSources:

ÅWebsites & digital archives

ÅMuseums

ÅLocal histories

ÅTweedsmuir histories

ÅLibraries

ÅPublic Archives

30 Russell 
Street East, 
1901

30 Russell 
Street East, 
1914, rear 

addition



Research:

ÅCheck for prior research

ÅDoes the research confirm what you have found?

Municipal website ς
designated & listed 

properties


