
Heritage Research Resources
Ontario Heritage Conference CHO 2026

Artemesia Council ς ƳƛŘ муулΩǎ



Tips & Tricks for Heritage Research:
Nancy Matthews & Hale Mahon: vice-chairs CHO

Digital information for YOUR location:

üFire Insurance Maps for Towns

üмуулΩǎ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ !ǘƭŀǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ

üCensus Data about historic property owners

üOther resources for google detectives



OHA Section IV: Essential Guideline for Schedule A Criteria Statement 
HOW Historic Research can help define 5 or more criteria for DESIGNATED PROPERTY

The property has design value or physical value because 
1. it is a rare, unique, representative, or early example of a style, type, expression, material or construction method.
2. it displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit.
3. it demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement.

The property has historical value or associative value because 
4. it has direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, organization, or institution that is significant toa community.
5. it yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an understanding of a community or culture.
6. it demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, builder, designer, or theorist who is significant to acommunity.

The property has contextual value because 
7. it is important in defining, maintaining, or supporting the character of an area.
8. it is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its surroundings.
9. it is a landmark.



Heritage Research  = solving a mystery

V WHO

V WHAT

V WHEN

V WHERE

V WHY? Or

V Maybe HOW?

üWho settled or donated land? Built structure?

üWhat Materials? Structure design? Inspiration?

üWhen did anything happen, start or stop?

üWhere is structure and/or related information? 

üMotivations? Community impact? Significant activities?

üAccess material? Building technique?



Early fire maps show construction materials,
how many storeys, usage esp. if flammable etc.
https://www.lib.uwo.ca/madgic/fipon.html

Choose first letter in town name for that drop-down list
Cities, towns & larger villages will be listed
Select town name to download historic fire maps ς may have choice of date Above: Grimsby 1914 from the list 



Insurance Fire Maps 
https://www.lib.uwo.ca/madgic/fipon.html

Used by early appraisers etc to save travel. 
Today can help date buildings, locate 
missing structures, show renos/changes

 Describes purpose of commercial spaces 
esp. if usage is fire hazard eg newspaper, 
furniture, wood storage, baker,  forge.

Legend: # floors, dimensions, features; 
colors = construction materials

Munshaw House 1915 shows location 
of stables and factory no longer on site



Map shows S (store) 2 floors east 
half. 3 floors west is drugstore w. 
3rd floor hall over it, as shown 
1929 pic. Current building (below) 
3rd floor missing due to a fire.

Sproule Block burned 1908                           Fawcett's burned 1961



ü Date built ς year or approximate period 

ü Name(s) and biographical details of owner(s) 
or users of property listed by township

ü Concession/lot location, lot size

ü Public buildings: Church/school/lodge

ü Detailed maps larger cities, towns

<<railway

https://digital.library.mcgill.ca/countyatlas/Images/Maps/TownMaps/large/wen-m-hamilton.jpg

Digital 1880 Atlas of YOUR county 
can provide a huge amount of 
useful heritage information:



1880 ATLAS

https://digital.library.mcgill.ca/countyatlas/searchmapframes.php

Enormous amount of Info 

re properties & owners, 

location of schools, 

churches, lodges etc. 

Click on the map area       OR       click on the name



https://digital.library.mcgill.ca/countyatlas/searchmapframes.php

Finding YOUR municipality:
                  (only larger towns have maps on list)

üDrop down list for county or township

üClick on township

https://digital.library.mcgill.ca/countyatlas/searchmapframes.php


Original lot & conc might help research more 
than Current lot addresses
Digital lot # across top
Roman # concessions down sides

Pertinent historic info at first glance
Markdale: half was over original border
Eugenia: planned larger before RR & lake
Salem Church: no longer there, only cemetery
Angled section due Hwy 10 = back lot lines
Hamlets in darker background colour
Railroads dotted line, stations marked
Roads darker than lot lines
Schools: of interest if still there?

                                Click to enlarge a portion



Click any area of twp. map for enlarged view
area shown is bottom left corner of Artemesia Twp map (important Black settlement - more research to come)

Highway 10
Wetland
Lake or pond
Railroad track (now a trail)
School (Black settlement)
Church (ID with cross)
River or creek
Village
Concession numbers
Lot numbers



drop down list of names from county map
For more info choose GO beside a name
If map location available, button will activate

not all owners listed digitally - need print copy to search



Printed Lists in Physical Atlas

Digital name search gives 
info for paid subscribers

Print atlas also lists ALL 
owners w. Conc & Lot #

James Handy (gravestone 
from Black cemetery) lot 
location found on list

If you only have conc & lot 
#, visually reverse search 
the numbers to find 1880 
owner: (R) conc 5 lot 38 = 
Hemphill



Town maps accessed from atlas can give early 
map of properties developed by 1881:
https://digital.library.mcgill.ca/countyatlas/sea
rchmapframes.php

Info on different town maps will vary 
from simple as above, to names plus 
topography at left, to very complex 
city-scape with owners, usages and 
buildings as visible for 1881 Hamilton



You have an owner name from the atlas (or elsewhere)
Got the lot & other info for that person including arrival date
Link at bottom showed map location ς need to know more?
Next stop? 1871 or 1881 census



Canada Census

ü Click this button to begin an actual search

ü Click any of the pictures for helpful information on what is in 
that segment and how to activate it

Information about historic owners & descendants: 
birthplace/nationality, age, gender, ethnicity, occupation, all 
family members (can help trace progenitors and/or descendants) 

Information about lot, location, neighboring properties:  
population listed with other owners of property on that street 
(help you build community profile, find missing names)

Main link: https://library-
archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-
family-history/censuses/Pages/censuses.aspx

https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/censuses/Pages/censuses.aspx
https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/censuses/Pages/censuses.aspx
https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/censuses/Pages/censuses.aspx
https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/censuses/Pages/censuses.aspx
https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/censuses/Pages/censuses.aspx
https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/censuses/Pages/censuses.aspx
https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/censuses/Pages/censuses.aspx
https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/censuses/Pages/censuses.aspx
https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/censuses/Pages/censuses.aspx


Old Durham Rd Black Pioneer Cemetery
how census information helped research heritage designation

Black settlement of refugees from 
slavery est. late 1840s. By 1880, 
Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀǊƳǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ άǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǾŜǊέ 
by Scottish settlers.

Cemetery with approx. 100 Black 
ƎǊŀǾŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ муулΩǎΦ 
мфолΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΣ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘ 
ploughed over for potatoes.

мффлΩǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ р ǎǘƻƴŜǎ 
on site, now in monument on the 
designated historic site.



Black Community near Priceville

WHAT TO LEARN from LISTS?

1851: 114 Black residents - this is 
14% of total population!

Eldest child born Canada helps 
target arrival time from US

Compare names to 1861 & 1871 
for births, deaths & properties 
now owned by Scottish


